March 16, 1951.

Dear Ellie:

Sorry ¢o have put this off so long- I hope it didn't seriously incon-
venience you. Unfortmately I took a first glance at &t ot a time that I
couldn't sit down to 1t~.and this inhibited me sinoce. :

In the interest of saving tims, I'm enclosing my raw comments, You'll
have to figure out which to discount as being too hasty or unoconsidered;
I hope I haven't left out anything important.

In general, the langunge seerns unnecessarily wordy. I've trisd to point
ocut e few specific cases, but I would ougrest that you go over it very
carefully yourself, asi:ing yourself word by word, and sentence by sentence,
vhother this couldn't be left out, or phrased more succinctly. You will
have to decide whether yowr publication is to put your work on record,
or whether you want the paper to be resd and understocd. For the latter,
1t mny often bs necessary to omit accoumts of experinento which might ceem
important for havéng ocoupied a good deal of your reasearch tine. There are
8 fevw mal-grarmmatisioms, especially oplit infinitives. You have the peculhdr
difficulty that many of your phrases are monofionounly, alboit otraightfor-
wardly, constructed. Thic ion't important.

The discussion is possibly too long, not for covertng too much ground,
but for too laborious a statement.

Your experinents are ondmittedly closely reaeoned, but especially for this
recoon 4t ip esoentinl to omit eworything not absoluetely essential to the
clear statement of your argument. It should be posoible, and I think greatly
desirable, to shorten your text by about a fourth.

I was wnfortunately stuck as chairman for a session of the SAB, and I
Juct received the abotracts, including your own. If I chow my face at the
mootings at all then, I!1l have t- chair this session (and not take time
to couent;s Ses you then,

Sincoreoly,

Joshua Lederberg



